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Abstract

Introduction: Breast is strongly relevant to sexual desires, physical and sexual attractive-
ness, and due to the high prevalence of breast cancer (BC) in Iran and long-term survival
of patients with their further involvement in side effects and consequences of BC, taking
measures in order to identify their sexual problems seem necessary. Therefore, this study
was conducted to assess sexual function and factors affecting it in women with BC.
Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was performed on 94 women with
BC, referred to Imam Reza (AS) Hospital, Mashhad, Iran, in 2014. Data were collected
through demographic and clinical questionnaire and also sexual function questionnaire,
then analyzed using SPSS version 16.

Results: Total score of women’s sexual function was about 24.34+ 4.41. 71.3 percent of
women participated in this study (63 patients) had sexual dysfunction, while, only 28.7
percent of them (27 patients) had normal sexual function.

Conclusions: Breast cancer can affect women’s sexual function and decrease it. Also in-
cidence of sexual dysfunction in women with breast cancer is high, so taking measures to
eliminate women’s sexual problems are necessary.



